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. Smyrna, inp

ey
ot 'I’hia is a olosely packed city of 130,000 inhabi- | that
tants, and, like Constantinople, it has no outskirts, | & fer
:{ It is as closely packed at its outer edges as it is in [its |
it | the centre, and then the habitations leave suddenly | cons
D; | off and the plain beyond seems houseless, It is | diffe
,L:i’ just like any other Oriental city. That is to say, its
g- | moslem houses are heavy and dark, and as ecom-| T}
fortless as #0 many tombs; its streets are crooked, | poin
e | rudely and roughly paved, and as narrow as an or= | turn
~ dinary staircase; the streets uniformly carryaman | Th
i- | to any other place than the one he wants to go to, | ton,
t- | and suarprise him by landing him in the most un- | thre
: expected localities; business is chiofly carried on in | of a
great covered bazaars,celled like a honeycomb with | 4 ve
o | innumerable shops no larger than a common closet |ing (
¥ Jand the whole hive cut up into maze of allen hero
|about wide enough to accommodade a laden forty
5 | camel, and well caleulated to confuse a stran-
ger and eventually lose him; everywhere Th
f | there is dirt, everywhese there are fleas, every-
h|where there are lean, broken-hearted dogs; | Line
ajevery alley is thronged with people: wherever you | the
n | 100K, your eye rests upon a wild masquerade of ex- | 1, O
travagant costumes: the work-shops are all open | sare
s | to the streets, and the workmen visible: all man- | 4riv,
& Iner of sounds assail the ear, and over them all
rings out the maezzin’s ery from some tall minaret,
calling the faithful vagabonds to prayer; and su- | 4 |
a | Perior to the call to prayer, the noises in the streets, brid,
the interest of the costumes—superior to évéry- this
# | thing, and claiming the bulk of attention first, last,
and all the time—is a combination of Mohammedan
T | stinks, to which the stench of a Chinese quarter
| would be as pleasant as the roasting odors of the
' | fatted calf to the nostrils of the returning Prodigal: | ther
y Such is Oriental luxury—such i Oriental splendor! | mad
We read about it all our days, but we comprehend m”]
-{it not until we see it. .nx
The Bibltial “ Crown of Life,” i
Bmyrna is a very old city. Itsname ocours sev-| ity o
eral times in the Bible, one or two of the disciples | Vall
of Christ visited it, and here was located one of the | Y2!U
old original seven apocalyptic churches spoken of | whio
“|in Revelations. There churches wers gymbolized
in the Beriptures as Candlesticks, and on certain

| conditions there was a sort of implied promise that u'tr
s | Smyrna should be endowed with a ** crown of life.” shol

0 | Bhe was to * be faithful unto death"—those worb thri
® | the terms. She hasnot kept up her lick right | busiy
t | straight along, but the pilgrims that wander hither | kood
- | consider that she has come near enough to it|from
1 to save her, and so they point to the|@Grag

fact that Swmyrna to-day wears her ecrown | Gras

c
;- of life, is a great city, with a great commerce and gnco
. | full of energy, while the cities wherein were lovated | with

1 | the other six churchms and to wliith ho crown of | reac!
¢ | life was protiticed, have perished and have van-|'ivel
’| ished from the earth. So Bmyrna really still pos- | are |
- | sesses her crown of life, in a business point of view. | the
t | Her career, for eighteen centuries, has been a ehe- '(’:"“
- | aueped one, and she hie Bocn tinder the rule of | fulle
L | princes of many creeds, yet there has heen no sea- | liam
b | son during all that time, as far as we know, that best-
’ | she has been without her littie community of Chris- Orles
y | tians “faithtul unto death.” Hurs wes the only | datlo
¢ | Chureh agaln®t Which no threats were implied in | D28t
the Revelations, and the only one which survived,

1 | . With Ephesus, forty miles from here, where was | Iy i
, | loeated another of the seven church u. the case A
different. The ' Candlestick’” has hhen runbvod ope
' | from Ephosur, Mer liZht has been put out, Chris- | rious
¢ | tian pil rlrnu. slwnya too prone to find prophecies | and t
in the Bible where none exist, speak cheertully and and |
com placently of poor, ruined k hesus as the vietim | 1j
' | of prophecy, And yet there u no sentence that | | fing
prowises, without due qualification, the destrue- | Jisti
) tlon of the mty The words are!
*Romember, thoréfore, from whenoe thou art | hear
, | lallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I | suid *
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
omdloamk out of his plave, excopt !lwu repont -
l 'l’ at is all: t‘ Ltber v-r a8 afe sineularly som- | ye,
% enlary 0 reat is thb“‘ﬂd sume
8 no history to lhu' thul. she did not repent. | founc
Bﬂt lho oruolcut abit the modern prophecy-ful
have, is that one of coolly and arbitearily | him )
) ﬁulnu “ Lropholio shirt on to the wrong mau. '?
, | dao it \ul out regard to rhyme or rcuon Both lho
| | oases | uvo just wentioned are instances in point, | how.'
| !L ‘prophecies” are distine Iy Ivvelled at the )
wrvhes of Epbesus, Bwyrna,” ow.lnd yeot the
rnlur 8 iﬁvudsbly 7*? them or to the cities | Th
0 Crown o © is 11 U] town }
omey na and ifs commerie, ' o u -dozen | "¥®
of Chriétians who formed its ' hun b If they | to Ch
were ' faithful unlo death,” they h .3" their erown oame
now-but I don't care if they h flu them- | the p
selves out in the good work, and gone to all | them
wanner of reyou(uruul Ieullh- ul hulhlul uudw

coumn't ring in the ¢ ity for a oroYh of Wive. Thae) iy
}v have haen crowding th nn too mubth. § ot m
ft oy oould have shown he promise | ture
intluded the cily, too, it wot.i.lﬂ th rd od real es- | the §
' | tate faster than a railroatl, m retharlts ate emi- | Jury
nently practiral, I knodw, bt atill there rouon in | for r
them. This fashion of ciphering out fulilments of | argu
pro rophecy where that ‘' prophecy’ consists of mere | nesd
ife,” is absurd, Why, suppoge a thousand years | Chin
from now, a malarious swamp takes up a ranch in | ther
that shallow harbor of Smyrna, or something else | Atto
kills the town; and auppoce. also, that within that | the ¢
» | time the swamp that has filled the renowned har- | ted, |
< bor of Ephoam and rendared hor anvient site dead- | gelf |

m\ uninh Hmb'o to - day; Neforhes hard and
i | hdalthy grolind; suppose the natural consequence

. Onlnea. to wit., that Smyma becomes a melan-| O
t | oholy ruin, and Ephesus is rebuilt, What will the thost
k | prophecy-fulfillers say? They would coolly skip
1 | over our age of the world, and say: " Smyrna was | mete
v | not faithful unto death, and so her crown of life | ynoy
o | was_denied her: Ephesus repented, and lo! her | ;izh
A omdlut was no remove Boh?ld these ovi- uhow
v | dences! ow won er[ ul is prophety !’ usua
1 Bmymn F. orly dbsthoyed six times. If | wha
8 | her * 0 Ilro ad been an insurance poliey, she : et
t| wou! m ed to coliect on it the first time she fell. | ;ne
But she holds it on sufferance and by a compli-
r | mentary constraction of l.n,uue which dooe not
n | refer to her. Six different times, however, I sup-
t | pose rome lnt‘nntod rrophocy-shnp blnnderod
o slon: and said, to the infinite dhcmt of Bmyrns | pris
d _the Smyrniotes: ** l‘ sooth, hers is astound- | th e
s. fulﬂlmont ofpmphv-‘v) Suiyrna hath ntt Been | 4irec
8 fa. thmlul} !H.h. and boholll hor crotvn of 1ife is | thq
" | vanithed roxh er head. Verily, these thlnn be | brea
d utomo ing ahow
- | _The shi ln full of books concerning the Holy | ray1,
s | Land, and holy places, and every other place on | 1,
- | earth, and you cannot be su ’niud to know that I | 4rop
e | have read whole volumes of the far-fetched con- | jogy
'+ | clusions of these surious prophecy-faifillers. T will | on10)
8 | not trust n(ulf to sieak of them further than to
ol t hat it notnwurtby How much extravagance
~ | of idbas ’nun. argument and conclugion will
q b3 ohootfull olerated in a man when he is treat-
' | ing abcnptuul subject. He may rave like a very
n | lunatie, .nd et oacazm ormcum. I expect that is
as much as I had better say. 1 have heon tausht | X'h
- | to revere the Scripturo& ond thal reverence is
n | pretty firmly grounded. Perhaps it would have
o | heen well to teash me to revere their commen ta-
i‘i tors. Some of thom Idon't. Iam very sure of that.

3 The People.
- | A portibn of the ¢ity 18 pretty exclusively Tark-

z ish; the Jews have a quarter to themselves; the 33:%
d | Franks another quarter; so, also, with the Arme- | g
i~ | niane, The Armenians, of course, are Christiane. | the
8 | Their houses are large, clean, airy, liahdsoinély | hei
0 | paved with tossalatet! MALblE, ahd ih the centre of | flue
ry, | many ff em is & gquare court, which hasin it a | une
e { rich fower-garden and sparkling fountain; the lh.'j
1S dooqohllt e rooms open on this. A very wide|to
r | hall leads to the ntnat o r. nd in this the womet! | stan
n | sit, the most of the day. the cool of t oevenlns ¢
1e | they dress up in thcir trotliu harness an
d | show themselves at the door. They are all |ofa
T. | comely of oountonunco. every angel of them, |cial
10 | and exceedingly neat in dress and ole.nly. they | whi
mflook as if they were just out of a band-|Cré
is | box, Bome of the young ladies—many of | will
10 | them, | may say-—are even very beautiful; they
svoraf o better tlnn Awerican clrlu—wlnch rea- | side
somable words, I pray may be fomvon me. They |ofs
are very sociable, and wlllun back when a | con
at‘rnmmllu:t em, wil bowbookwhonhobow‘. defi
k back if howuhlwthom No introduc- | whi
tion is required. An hour’s chat at the door with | eno
a_pretly girl one never saw before, is easily | to s
it § obtained, and is very pléasant. | have tried
ot 1it. I could not talk anything but English, | tior
and the girl knew nothing but Greek, or Ar-
menian, or some such bnbimu loncno. but | goir
we got along very well, I find that in com whi
like these, the fact thnt you cannot co lf” ond | higl
each og 1sn’t nnn adrawback, Inthat Rus- | mo
sian town of Ynlu anced nn utomlhln: lort of gho
dncewhou{’lonz- and one I had never heard of | con
0 I bafore, with the most beautiful irl thut ever lived, |int
g" and we talked incessantly, ng uu hed exhaust- | per
‘: ingly, and neither one ever noww hat the other | hav
*U § was driving at. But it was splendid. There were | and
4 twenwpoo lein the set, and the dance was very | fael
i llv complicated. It was complicated | As
P 1 enou h wi out me—with mo it was an astonish- | affe
"" or. f just carelessly threw in a figure every now | an
h and then that made those Russians asahmed of
1t § themselves. But I hnvo never ceased to think
%" of that girl. 1 have written to hor. bnt I]not
o cmnot direot the epistle because her name is one | ole
of these nine-jointed Russian affairs, and there are | wis
"} uot letters enough in our alpbabet to hold out. I|tho
O § am not reckless onouxh to try to pronounce it when dm
ire am awake, but 1 make a s er at it in my
ch roum. ud nt up vnth tho l JAW every morn-

i
ay
Myi

mete

adi don’t take my meals now, ohy
'g' on‘y ol' and on l‘ﬁor dear name haunts me still in | an(
'n: my dreamws, It is awfulon teeth. It never comes | lie

t of th but it fetches an old snag along
4 with It.wAll:ndo then_the lockiaw oloses down on it :[.:
" | and niu off ® cou lo of thelast l{llsblu—-but they | an
- | taste good 4 ading. Soon I shall be no more. | oo
X } want to Ioovo my property to some blind asylum. | wh
t won 't make any difference to them if they can’t {i.'
h 2 : The Uamels are Coming, :
ves | Coming through the Dardanelles a fow weeks
on, | ago, we saw camel traing on shore with the glasses,

:;' but we were never close to one till we got to Smyr-
m-lns. I dolht think muoch % Leander, now, who
“

swam the Hellespont (the rdunollu. Lo see

[ mean 1 do mot think muoh of h Biy
l.?.f and Lord ﬁ.;ronn boagted imitation of St % was | €0l
to | nothing at all. I coul d smg thln creek with -n R
nd, | my property on my back. But I was speaking of | 10

yey | the camels, They are very much Ilrur than tho 0ol
yu- | serawny specimens ono #eos in the monbn H¢
for | They uoulsr(h as those wo have had in difor

Jes | nia so long. oy stride along these streets, in |20
ex- | single file, & dozen in & train, with heavy loads | Lt
ily | on their backs, and a fancy-looking negro in |iW
nee | Tarkish costume, or w Arab, preceding them
s & ] onalittle donkey and completely overshadowed
'he | snd ronderod insignificant by the huge beasts, To
be- | see a camel train laden with the spices of Arabia | sul
| to ] and the rare fabrics of Persia come marching |TH

. | through the narrow alleys of the bazaar, among | a4
h‘: porters with their bnnluu. monoy -changers, lnmp‘ ho
and | merchants, Alnucluru n the MW.R business, | th
re- portly cross-legged Turks emok mous nu.
yun- | &hiliy and the erowds drifting to 0 in th ‘

ciful ‘costumes of the Kast, is unu no reve ’Mlon

.9:,: of the Orient, The picture h; 8 nothing, touu fﬁ

you back at onee into your forgotten boyh

jon |8 dn you dream ovo:o ° '(;n of t' e Au\)hn rid

wpanions sre prin 0

;I.I‘x. laud is ‘ﬁ c.{s.ﬂf Haroun ssoh l; d, and 303; :ﬁ
servanls are terrific giants genil that come | 1)
with smoke, wd lightn nz.f under, and go as th

eld, | 8 storm goes when they dep

ten Magk Pwaiy,

we, P ——— ’
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